
MI NUTES 
 

St at e Ment al  Heal t h,  Ment al  Ret ar dat i on 
And Subst ance Abuse Ser vi ces Boar d 

Januar y 26,  2005 
Ri chmond,  Vi r gi ni a 

 
 

 
Cal l  t o Or der  The meet i ng was cal l ed t o or der  by t he Act i ng 

Chai r ,  Hunt  Gunt er .  
 
Member s Pr esent :  Li nda Bar t l et t ,  Vi ct or i a Huber  Cochr an,  Hunt  

Gunt er ,  Dan Kar nes,  Rut h Jar vi s,  El ai ne McConnel l ,  and 
Pr i nce Ri ver s 

 Excused:   Davi d Tr i nkl e,  Gar net t  Robi nson 
 
St af f  Pr esent :  Jane Hi ckey,  Wendy Br own,  J i m Mar t i nez,  Char l i ne 

Davi dson,  Paul  Gi l di ng,  Mar gar et  Wal sh,  Mar l ene But l er  and 
Dr .  James Rei nhar d.  

 
Ot her s Pr esent : Li nda Fi sher ,  Bar bar a Bar r et t ,  Mar y Ann Beal l ,  The 
Rev.  Wi l l i am Yol t on.  
 
Agenda The agenda was appr oved as pr esent ed.  

Mi nut es The mi nut es of  t he August  12- 13,  2004 meet i ng wer e 
appr oved as pr i nt ed.  

Nomi nat i ng Commi t t ee The Chai r  appoi nt ed Rut h Jar vi s and 
Vi ct or i a Huber  Cochr an t o ser ve wi t h hi m on t he commi t t ee t o 
nomi nat e member s f or  t he posi t i on of  Chai r  and Vi ce- Chai r .  

Publ i c Comment   Ther e was no publ i c comment .  

Pol i cy 1029 The Boar d appr oved t he di st r i but i on of  dr af t  
r epl acement  Pol i cy 1029,  Definitions of Serious Mental 
Illness, Serious Emotional Disturbance and At Risk of 
Serious Emotional Disturbance, f or  f i el d r evi ew and comment .  

VACSB Bar bar a Bar r et t ,  Chai r  of  t he Vi r gi ni a Associ at i on of  
Communi t y Ser vi ces Boar ds,  pr esent ed t he Boar d wi t h t he 
associ at i on’ s 2004 annual  r epor t .   She al so r epor t ed on 
t hei r  budget  r equest s or  act i on st eps f or  2005- 2006.   The 
next  VACSB Conf er ence wi l l  be hel d May 11- 13 i n Vi r gi ni a 
Beach.  

Conf l i c t  Of  I nt er est   Jane Hi ckey,  of  t he At t or ney Gener al ’ s 
Of f i ce,  l ed a t r ai ni ng sessi on on t he Conf l i c t  of  I nt er est s 
Act .      

Commi ssi oner ’ s Repor t  Commi ssi oner  Rei nhar d r epor t ed on 
Gover nor  War ner ’ s Fundi ng I ni t i at i ves and t he Depar t ment ’ s 
pr esent at i on t o t he Capi t al  Out l ay and Heal t h and Human 



Resour ces Subcommi t t ees of  t he Vi r gi ni a House Appr opr i at i ons 
Commi t t ee.   The l at er  consi st ed of :   

 
1.  ongoi ng pl anni ng ef f or t s t o r est r uct ur e Vi r gi ni a’ s publ i c 

del i ver y syst em f or  ment al  heal t h,  ment al  r et ar dat i on and 
subst ance abuse ser vi ces;    

2.  det er mi ni ng t he f ut ur e s i ze and r ol e of  st at e f aci l i t i es;  
3.  The cur r ent  st at us/ condi t i on of  st at e f aci l i t i es;  
4.  I mmedi at e and f ut ur e capi t al  out l ay r equi r ement s.  

 
He descr i bed t he det er i or at i ng condi t i on of  many of  t he 
bui l di ngs due t o def er r ed mai nt enance and capi t al  
i mpr ovement  r equi r ement s.  

 
Mot i on El ai ne McConnel l  made a mot i on whi ch was seconded and 

appr oved t o di r ect  a l et t er  t o t he Gener al  Assembl y 
r equest i ng t hat  a syst emat i c appr oach be made t o get  t he 
most  accur at e val ue of  excess l and t i ed t o pl ans f or  f ut ur e 
needs and use of  t he pr oper t i es;   and t o addr ess t he 
cr i t i cal  needs and saf et y i ssues of  t he agi ng f aci l i t i es;  
and t hat  t hi s be done over  a t hr ee year  per i od devot i ng a 
speci f i ed amount  of  money each year .  

 
Human Ri ght s  Mar gar et  Wal sh,  Di r ect or  of  t he Of f i ce of  Human 

Ri ght s,  pr esent ed an over vi ew of  t he Of f i ce,  i t s  st af f  and 
r esponsi bi l i t i es.  

 
Regul at i ons The Boar d appr oved t he r ecommendat i on t o r evi se 

t he Rules and Regulations to Assure the Rights of 
Individuals Receiving Services from Providers of Mental 
Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services 
based on t he per i odi c r evi ew and aut hor i zed t he submi ssi on 
of  a Not i ce of  I nt ended Regul at or y Act i on ( NOI RA)  t o 
i ni t i at e t he r egul ar t or y pr ocess t o amend t he r egul at i ons.  

 
By- Laws The Boar d appr oved mi nor  changes i n t he By- Laws of  t he 

St at e Human Ri ght s Commi t t ee.  
 

St af f i ng Joyce Bozman,  Chai r  of  t he SHRC,  spoke t o t he Boar d 
about  t he gr owi ng number  of  ser vi ce pr ovi der s  bei ng 
l i censed by t he Depar t ment .   These pr ovi der s come under  t he 
Human Ri ght s Regul at i ons r esul t i ng i n i ncr eased wor kl oads 
f or  t he Human Ri ght s Advocat es t hr oughout  t he St at e.    

 
Mot i on The Boar d appr oved a r ecommendat i on suppor t i ng t he 

addi t i on of  f i ve addi t i onal  Human Ri ght s Advocat es pr ovi ded 
t hat  t he f undi ng can be f ound.  

 
NVMHI  The Boar d r ecei ved a l et t er  f r om Lynn DeLacy,  Di r ect or  

of  t he Nor t her n Vi r gi ni a Ment al  Heal t h I nst i t ut e,  concer ni ng 
est abl i shment  of  a Cent er  of  Excel l ence at  t he f aci l i t y .  
 



Mot i on The Boar d appr oved a r esol ut i on i n suppor t  of  t he 
concept  of  t he est abl i shment  of  a Cent er  of  Excel l ence at  
t he Nor t her n Vi r gi ni a Ment al  Heal t h I nst i t ut e.  

 
Conf er ences  Vi ct or i a Huber  Cochr an r epor t ed on her  at t endance 

at  t he St at e Human Ri ght s Commi t t ee Meet i ng i n St aunt on,  t he 
VACSB Legi s l at i ve Conf er ence and t he Gover nor ’ s Conf er ence 
i n Ri chmond.  

 
Dan Kar nes r epor t  on hi s at t endance at  t he VACSB conf er ences 
i n Char l ot t esvi l l e and Ri chmond.  

 
El ect i on of  Of f i cer s Upon nomi nat i on by t he nomi nat i ng 

commi t t ee,  t he Boar d el ect ed B.  Hunt  Gunt er  as Chai r  and 
Vi ct or i a Huber  Cochr an as Vi ce Chai r .  

 
Commi t t ees The Chai r  appoi nt ed t o t he Eval uat i on Commi t t ee – 

Vi ct or i a Cochr an,  Chai r ;  Dan Kar nes,  Rut h Jar vi s and Davi d 
Tr i nkl e.  

 
Appoi nt ed t o t he Pl anni ng,  Budget  and Publ i c Educat i on 
Commi t t ee –  Hunt  Gunt er ,  Chai r ;  Li nda Bar t l et t ,  Pr i nce 
Ri ver s,  El ai ne McConnel l  and Gar net t  Robi nson.  

 
Meet i ng Dat es  The Boar d set  t he mont hs of  Apr i l ,  Sept ember ,  and 

December  as meet i ng mont hs.   A pol l  wi l l  be t aken t o 
ascer t ai n t he best  dat es ( s)  f or  member s.  

 
Adj our nment  Ther e bei ng no f ut her  busi ness,  t he meet i ng of  t he 

Boar d was adj our ned.  
 
 
 
 ______________________________ _____________________________ 
 B.  Hunt  Gunt er ,  Chai r    Mar l ene But l er ,  Secr et ar y 
 


